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must come from local sources. The Home Secretary has cer-
tain powers in connection with the pay, promotion, and disci-
pline of the police, and in other ways exercises an indirect
control over local police forces.
The maintenance of highways and bridges was for long
the responsibility of the parish and was thought of as part of
the duty of keeping the peace. The Statute of Winchester of
1285, for example, was enacted because "robbery, murder,
and arson are committed more frequently than formerly." It
prescribed the methods to be used in dealing with crime; and
it specifically ordered that all roads connecting trading towns
were to be improved and all ditches, bushes, and trees were to
be removed for a distance of two hundred feet on either side
so that men with evil intent could not lurk close to the road.17
The Highways Act of 1555 laid it down that an annual meet-
ing of parishioners was to appoint two honest persons to be
responsible for the maintenance of highways.
During the nineteenth century the new units of local
government were given certain responsibilities in connection
with repairing, cleaning, and lighting highways. Today the
main highways belong to the central government, though the
local authorities through whose areas these roads pass may act
as agents in maintaining them; other roads are the responsi-
bility of local authorities.
The relief of poverty is the third function which was
originally the responsibility of local communities. The Beg-
gars Act of 1536, for example, laid it down that alms were to
be collected in the churches for the relief of "the poor/impo-
tent, lame, feeble, sick, and diseased people, being not able to
work." The Poor Relief Act of 1598 provided for the annual
appointment in all parishes of Overseers of the Poor who, in
consultation with die Justices, were to see to the relief of
17 An exception was made in the case of oaks and other large trees
so long as all undergrowth was removed.